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will form one of t"e brauches, So shall we all give our agreement together
to pass this resolution ? Alright, we have completed our business, we will
rest now, and we will meel together again tomorrow morning at 10:30.

Meeting adiourned at 11:55 A.M

L.C. THANGA
Secretary.

THIRD SITTING ON 4TH SEPTEMBER, 1986.
PRESENT

Dr. H. Thansanga, Speaker, at the Chair, ® Ministers and 23 members
were present.

BUSINIESS
1. Questions cntered in scparate ‘ist to be asked and answers given.

2. OFFICIAL RESO .UTION.

Pu Lal! Thanhawla, Dy. Chiel Minister to move Official Resalution as
follows 1 —

“This Asseubly warmly welcomes the signing of  memorwidum  of
sertlement between Government of India and President, MNF and
thareby ushering in an era of peace in Mizora 2.

SPEANKER : Unlese the Lord builds the House, those who
build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord  wat-
ches over the city, the watchman st.vs naale in vian, Tt is in vain  that
vou rise up early and go late to rest, eatiny the bread of anxious toil,
for ke gives to his beleved sleer.. ’
— Psalm 127 : 1---2.

.ow we shall take up questions- Pu Lalhmingthanga may ask his
question No. 21.

P! LALHMINGTH NGA : Mr. Eoeaker Sir, T ask my ‘qu2stion No.
2] that -
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“Will the Hon’ble Minister i/c PWD be pleased t» state -

The problems of transfering the Office of S.E. Eastern Circle
from Aizawi to Champhai. '

SPEAKER : P.W.D. Minister may answer.

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, Government is unable tc ac-
MINISTE quire suitable plot of land for construction

of th: office. Nor suitable private buildings
has been found for hiring for office as well as for quarters of members
of thz staff. Under the circumstances Governm:ut, if at present not in a
position to shift the office of S.E. to Champhai.

PU LALHLIRA : Mr. Speaker Sir, what the Hon'ble Minister has now

said is a lie. If the Department rzally wants a plot
of tand for construction of the office, it camn ‘be given to the Hon’ble
Minister is a sheer lie. Moreover, there arz suitable buildings of any
size for hire. The proposal for shifting of office of the SE, PW has
be.n made while the Hon’ble member who asked the question was a
Minisier Staff that Pu Lal Thanhawla, while he was Chief Minister- pro-
mised to the peop'e of Chramphai that of Chamnhai that the propo:al
would socn be inmplemented. Pu R. Thangiura ind Pu C.L. Rua also
made the same promise. Why is it that no action has yet heen taken till
today ? This m:dc the pe. ple much frustrated. What is the probiem ?
The problem: as statad by the Hon’ble “iinister do not exist at !l

SPEAKER : 1he Hon’ble Membar has said that th: state nent of the
Hon’ble Minister was a “‘lie” which is unparliamentary
Can vou withdraw it ?

PU LALHLIRA : Mr. Speaksr Sir, iy statement that it was a lie iIs

baseless. And when 3id the Department look for
plots of land or buildings ? Has the Departmcent not been shown the
land or buiidings ? If these are ieplied, I agree to withdraw my state nent.

SPEAKER : If you agree it will be expunged.

PU LALHMINGTHANTA : Supplementary queastion-Mr. _peaker Sir,

as stated by the Hon’ble Member of
Champhai Consfituency, the L.G. in his 1984 address stated that a new
Public Warks Department Circle wonld be opened at Champhai. Besides
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N inisters made a commitment to the effect. The Hon'ble Minister has
now said that efforts were made to acquire land or hire buildings. T have
asked the same question four simes and [ received the same answer each
time. A building belonging to Pu Sangchia located near Bazar is suita-
ble and is capable of accommodating the office.

For the quarters of staff, there are many private buildings to hire.
Did Government give wrong information ? On what date did the Depart-
ment look for buildings and who was sent to do that ? The Village
Council President of Champhai told me that the Village Council and
S.D.C. alieady agreed to allot a plot of land for the office. When was
this agreement Cancelled and what is the numbsr of S.D.O.’s letter of
cancellation. ?

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, according to information re-
MINISTER ceived by Government the Department buil-

dings for hire for use as staff quarters and
office and that local leaders, S.D.O (civil; and SDO (PWD) searched for
suitable plots of land for construction of the office but to no avail, and
also that it was because of these difficulties that the PWD circle was
not set up.

However, steps aie being taken to do all the needful immediately. I
will personally look into the matter and taken immediate action.

SPEAKER : It is enough. We shall proceed to the neat question.
Question no. 22- Pu K. Biakchungnunga.

PU K. BIAKCHUNGNUNGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, I ask my question
no. 22 -

““Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge GAD be pleased to state —

The reason why no transport was provided by the Government for
carrying the skeletons of the deceased MNF (o each of their vilizges
from Ailzawl.

PU LALDENGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, carrying of the skeletons of de-
CHIEF MINISTER  ceased MNF to their villages from Aizawl was
not within the purview of Government,
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PU LALHMINGTHANGA : M. Speaker Sir, bow can it be beyond

the purview of Government. Is not every-
thing within the purview of Government ? Can the Hon’ble Chief Mi-
nister define the boundaries of the purview of Govt. ?

PU R. LALAWIA : Mr. Speaker Sir, has not transportation been done

by interested persons ? Is there any need of in-
tervention on the part of ‘Government ?

PU K.L. LIANCHIA : Pu Speaker, Government arranged transportation

for MNF personnel from their camp to Aizawl,
when they depart from Aizawl Government is expected to make the same
arrangement to carry each of them to his respective place. Why is it that
Governnent is not responsible for transportation of the skeletons of the
deceased MNF peisonnels to their respective places ? Arc they no longer
MNF personnel ?

PU LALDENGA  : As agreed by the MNF Goveroment will not be
CHIEF MINISTER  responsible for transportation of MNF personnel

when they depart from Remna Ruan. All the cof-
fins containing the skeletons of the deceased MNF personnel were first
put at Remna Run for sometime and thereafter handed over to their
Transportation of those Coffins to their respective Village is not the res-
ponsibility of MNF. The Coffins were not handed over to Government
and it is not the duty of Government to make transport arrangement for
these. The families of the deceasel MNF personnel did not ask for
transport facilities from Government and as such Government did not
intervene in the transportation.

PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, families of some of the

dececased are very poor that they had no
means of carrying the Coffins home, The primitive practice of carrying
dead bodies by youngmen is no longer practised. They had to borrow
money. Carrymng of the coffins to their respective places is the respon-
sibilty of Government. ! think Government did not intervene just
because the families of the deceased did not ask for it from Govern-
ment. The Hon’ble Chief Minister might have been uncertain
about the responsibility of Government when he said ‘Goverument never
did like that’. It is a sensitive issue dire.tly concerning a Mizo Com-
munity and it is not true to consider carrying of the skeletons of the

deceased MNF personnel to their places as being beyond the purview of
Government,
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It is quite a pity that Government did not infervene at that time.
We ought to express condolences to the families of the deceased and
tender apology for not making any transport arrangement for careying
the skeletons of the deceased MNF to their respective places.

PU SAIKAPTHIANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, what the Hon’ble MLA has

said is true to a certain extent. Did the
P.C. Government carry the dead bodies of MNF personnzl during its six
year tenure

PU LALDENGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, let me answer the last question.
CHIEF MINISTER Government refused to hand over the dead body

of Thangrehlova to his family. Instead it was sent
to Lunglei where it wis burried. The grave was quarded by Security
Forces for three months right from ths day of funeral to prevent his
family from goin» near it,

The reason why Governmeont did not provide transport facilities is
because it was beyond the purview of Government and the reason why
Government did not extent any hel® was because it was not asked for.

SPEAKER : Question No. 23, Po Lalhlira.

PU LALHLIRA : Mr. Spaaker Sir, I ask my question no. 23 —

Will the .jon’ble Minister in chacge Revenue Department be pleased
to state—

The amnu .. of compensition paid to families on ground of-

(@) Proner'y damaged (b) Land/Compound accupied by Security
Forces or ANF durfiug the disturbances.

PU RYJALOHHINA @ Mr, Speaker Sir, Rs. 4,29,411.00 has been given
MINISTER as compensation for damage of crops, Rs. 16,

21,327.00 for damage and occupation of land
and buildings.

PU LALHITRA : Mr. Speaker Sir, on what basis has the compensa-

tion been given ? On what basis has the value of
Mizo treasitce ik > Puanchei etc. and even houses calculated ? The whole
village of i.:.iiz was burnt down as many as three times, Was the com-
pensation cwvea for ot three timss or only one time 2
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PU ROCHHUNGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, may be it is impossible to pro-
duce the list of recepients of compensatiocn will
the Hon'ble Ministers be able to give the list to meinbers ?

PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr, Speaker Sir, from the statement of

the Hon’ble Minister, it transpires that
about 36 lakhs rupees has been given as compensation for damages of
various kinds of properties. If I am not mistaken, a team of officers
made an on the spot verification in 1974 covering villages along the main
road from Vairengte to Kolasib from Kolisib to Bawngkawn and from
Bawangkawn to Serchhip from Serchhip to Lunglei and from Serchhip to
Pukpui. The report of this verification covers only a few items of
properties damaged and the Compensation appears to have been given on
the basis of the report of this verification.

During twenty years of disturbances, Villages were grouped. Several
Villages near places of armed encounter betwecn MNF and security
Forces were burnt down. The compensation already given is far from
sufficient which seems to cover only about 20 per cent of all properties
damaged. IsHon’b'e Government has an intention of giving compensation
for the remaining damaged properties not yet compensated ? This sub-
ject is understood to have been one of the points of agrecment between
MNF and Government of India,

At clause 13 (b) of the Memorundum of Settlément mention is
made of this subject. But it seems that those already verified by a team
of officers but not reported by the invastigation team be includes ? Does
Government intend to take action in this regard 2.

PU F.LALCHHAWNA : Supvlementary question., Mr. Speaker Sir, it

is known to all that during the diséurbances
many lives were lost and large number of properties damaged. The living
condition of the people suffered a lot. In 1978, the P.C. Party promised
to the people that if the party was voted to power, it would stop all the
sufferings and would also give compensation for all the damaged proper-
ties.

When the party come to power cyclostyled was forms for claim of
compensation for damaged prop:itics which were sold to thz public at
the rate of Rs.5/- per copy. I an of the impression that all the claimants
got the compensation. Isit not tru: that the compensation which appears
in the accord is meant for the remaining claimants. ? '
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PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr, Speaker Sit, I have something to ask.
While the negotiation was in progress,
members of the negotiating party said that cnmpensation is a subject of
the negotiation. Therefore, it is not suitabie for the local Government.
to pursue the matter separately. Besides Government hoped that sufficient
remedy would be brought forth by the agreement. This new Government
is expected to take action in this regards to tne expectation of the people.
Can the Hon’ble Minister tell the House what action this Government
intends to take to give compensation to the victims of disturbances 7.

PU LALAWIA : Mr. Speaker Sir, the pzople are very anxious to get

the compensation. During the seven year tenure of
P.C. Ministry;, many applications were submitted to P.C.Officc. 1t appears
that all those forms for claim of compensation got lost. Is there any way
of tracing them out by this Goverument ? It was the slogan of the P.C
Party that it would give compentation to the affected people. If all those
claims are produced, can Government accept them ?

PU J. THANGHUAMA : T used to accompany Pu Thenphunga in

1974. He to.d me that he would file the
case in High Court and would get all affected persons duly compensated.
Has he fulfilled his commitment ?.

SPEAKER : We shall now proceed to the next it.m of business,
we have an important resolution to be discussed. In
the List of Business there is a typing mistake. The words “ushering in”
must be inserted just before ‘an era of peace”. The Deputy Chief
Miuister, may now move the resolution.
PU LAL THANHAWLA : Mr. Speaker Sir, as a result of the con-
CHIEF MINISTER clusion of peace talk, peace is now restored
in Mizorami. In this connection, I would like to move a resolution as
follows :-
“This Assembly warmly welcomes the signing of memorundum
of settlement between the Government of India and President,
MNF and thereby ushering in an era of peace in Mizoram”,

A political turmcil hatched a disturbances. Our problem was a political
problem and the only solution was a polit-cal solution. 1t is a matter of
gratitude that all political parues tried their best to find the solution,

The darkness erveloped Mizoram for 2 long time. Even in that
atmosphere, our leadeis ook bold steps to find a solution to the problem
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with a fervent hope that once the problem was solved, the wounds in
cur Society would be healed, it will reghin the lost honour and dignity
and it would enable Mizoram to take steps towards development. As a
result of that end:avour, a new Government has beea formmed tyday. We
firmly stood against countless criticisms and accusations levelled asainst
us because we knew what we were doin,. Durirg el:ction Campaign also,
we promised to the people that if the Congress Party was voted to power,
it would try its best to bring about Solution of our problem. We also
rromised that the Ministry would not hesitate to step down if and when
necessary, we also told the people that whatever the negatiation migh:
yield would be gladly accepted and the underground MNF rersonnel who
suffered in jungle would ke welcomed by a huge crowd in a Mizo
traditional welcoming of hunters with a good kill. We also promised that
none of us shou'd try to ¢natch away or try to share the kill.

As we promiced to the people, as soon as this Government was
formed leaders of the churches were consulted to help Gove nment,
in finding the test way to find a solution to our pioblem. Since this
Government family believes that God wanis to do soinething through his
churches. The churciies leaders extended full co-operation till the end in
our endeavours to find a solution to our problem. Meanwhile, some
gready peisons tried to make poiitical capital out of it. But our 'ead:rs
were firm and suffered those vadersireable attitudes.

Whencver there was a botitleneck in the Course of negotiation, the
MNF deligates asked our leaders to help them in any possible way.
Through all those efforts, peace talk was at last concluded. As you know
a Government is shared by the MNF party and the Congress party in a
ratio of 4:5 whenever the MNF personrel had misundarstanding with
Security Forces, this Gr vernment was ready to help them. This Goverme-
nt tried its best to restore peaceful atmosphere in Mizoram in which all
the people can sleep soundly in peace, follow their respective professions
without any fear Central Government never advised this Government
to share with the MNF. In response to this Government’s sacrifice that
Government is shared by the two parties. 1 would like to make it known
to members of this House that whatever there arose hardship, our leaders
did their best to remove the hardship without any hesitation or fear. I
tfirmly believe that we should gladly welcome anytning which the peace
talk resulted. Mizoram is now ushered in tc a new era.

The Memorundum of Settlement might not meet the expectation en-
tirely, 1 am very happy today as the whole lot of MNF underground per-
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sonitel come overcround and joined hands with us to tenderly foster a
newly born Mizoram. I would like to convey my sincere thanks to the
people lor extending whole hearted cooperation in our endeavur to bring
about peace in Mizoram. T would slso like to convey my thanks to lea-
ders of the churches for the role they played through prayers. Ve feel
indebted to Mr, Rajiv Ghandhi, Prime Minister of India. As 1 always
said pagans serve as tools in the hands of God for setting bis people free.
I would also like to express my gratitude to God for his wi.lingness to
restore peace n \fizoram through the efforts of our party and its leaders,

I am very happy today that a new Government has been formed as

a result of signing of memorundum of settiement bstw_c ihe INF lea-

der and Governmeat of Indi:. [n order to faster this peice to maturity

cveryone has to have pz2ace in mard. This House must welcoms the NMe-

morunduny of S-ttlement to usher Mizoram 1ato 4 new era.  deace the
resointion.

Thank You.

SPEAKER ' . Fifteen ivinutes will be given to  everyone
who likes to speaks, We shall call Brig. T.
Satio.

3R¥F:T. SAILO : Mr. Speaker Sir. I am happy today for the
resclution moved by th: Deputy Coief
Miaister,

Tre [ist thing which makes me muoch gratsful is restoration of peace
in Mizoram. The statement of the Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister that
everyoiie had to have yeace in mind makes me quite happy. To e, the
n.o~t important thi:ig is that there was hostility bztween us, and ‘foregive
and furget’” must be our slogan. Human be2ings Cannot forgive others
for their errors, we must. pray for the help of God to enable us to fore-
givz others. '

My party gladly welcomes the signing -of memorundum of settlement.
When the Prime Minister visited Mizoram, we submitted a memorundum
expressing our heartfelt gratitude upon signing of memorundum of Settle-
ment. I may allowed to read ths content of that Memorundum and after
that a copy will be given for property of the House.

“Hon’ble Prim2 Minister”
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When peace begins of signing of memorundun of sattlement (Spea-
ker—Reading 15 not allowed unless you lay an auth:nticited copy on the
Table of the House) T shall not need but I will speak of it, However, I
would like to ask you b:fore hand to eatertain a copy of it 10 propac-
ty of the House, I bring with me copies for distribution to members,
(Speaker—1l.ay a copy on the Table first).

PU ZALAWMA : Xir Speaker Sir, will the copy be cnfertai-
ned for property of the Housc 2.

SFEAKER Please do not read it, you may speak.

BRIG T. SAIL® : Mr Speaker Sir, I am speakin: we are very

gratcful to you fot your bro:d mindedness
i putting an end to tweniy years old armed srrugile. Tae 103t impor-
tant develorment broungs abour by the agreemsnt is restoratioa of an
atmosphere of peace in siizoram as a result of the disappzarance of
violcnce. This agreement deserves to b2 called “peace Accord™ for
the following conditions—~ First of all the MNE agreed to come over
ground and to depos.t all th: arms and amrnuiition (T poss:isses. As a
comrensation to this, the MNF leader Pu lLalderga was made
Chief “fuuster. Removiny alt the bottlemirks which hanpzred tha prog-
ress of negotiation for a long time, an agreement has now been reached
and pzics b2gins to be restored in Mizofam which makes us very happy.
Mureover, the fact that ceniral Government is taking  steps to  urgrids
NMizoramy U. T. to a statchood a'so ma%es us happy. ‘Vhile the Mizoram
state Bill being preparcd, we fervently pray vou to do the followinas for
Mizoram.,

The most imrortant provision of the Constitution oi India is the one
which deals with the savegu:ird of the interes!s of minorities and back-
ward classes, protection of the areas inhabited by them. A Mizo commu-
nity has b:zen oppresed by for:igners particularly Chakmas who stated
entering into Mizoram from around 1950. In 1972 even a District Coun-
cil w:s formed for these people.

Duting reorganisation of boundaries of various North East States
like Manipur, Assam, Tripura and Meghalay: a large portion of areas
inhabited by Mizo from our forefathers was demarcated within the areas
of thise states. Under the circumstances it becomes necessary to detect
alien Chakmas who entered into Mizoram from B/Desh for the last thirty
years and to deport them to Bangladesh. To discourage illegal entrants
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ocnce for aull. A large areas of land inhabited by Mizo which has been
snatched away by neighbouring states should zlso te returned 1o Mizoram.,
We madc this requsst while expressing our gratitude to him,

While stat.ng thet any agrecment made by tse MINF and Govern-
ment of India would be gladly welcome, we never tboughi that some
points whiclt  are detrimental, o; hanaful for Mizoram would be
included the acreement, Ther: are as muny as four points in th: Memo-
randum of Settlement. | reed not voint them cut since all of us have
already gone theough 1t YWhile voting, members ol tho opposition will
rajse our right hands like this as 2 wark  of our hearfelt gratitude at
the coming overground of MNIFE pzrsonnel and th: induction of their
leader Pu Laldenga as Chief Mimister. At thc same time we  shall raise
our left hands like this as a protest against the four peints  harmiut
for Mizoram.

PU ZALAWMA . Mr Spraler Sir, our resolution is a vty tmportant

resolution. Now the greatest policy all over Mize-
ram 'as been successfully implementss), and  every fam'ly 515 no doubt
happy. We must be very careful in its endeavour to fake steps to bring
about speedy progress. As stated by tie mover, we must be certain
about the background ol this agreement we ust tenderly fost:r this
agreement right from the beginiing.

Disturbances started cn 1st March, 1966. Alter sometiiie the Cong-
ress Party was of the cpinion tha’ un'sss no one acted as a4 middleman
for negotiation between the MNF and Government of Indiy, the  distur-
bance would go on too long. On 20th September, 1967 the Congress
Party committed to this policy was formed. The Party facel many pro-
blems in its cndcavour to convines Ceatral Goverament that the problem
of Mizoram was a political one and also that a political solution alone
could bring an end to the disturbances. A true Christian has to follow
the contents of the Bible from the old Testament to the New Testament.
A 1arger portion of the Bible is occupicd by old Testaiment with 124!
pages and The New Testument with occupic; only 940 pages. This can
be Compared with the fact that tlie disturbances lasted for 20 years while
the Congress Government took 2 years ard three mouths {o get peace
talk concluded. 1 think the pariies involved in the negotiation namely
the MNF and Government of India and the Congress Ministry are more
grateful than others when negotiation was successfully concluded. From
the beginning I was of the opinion that negotiation could not be con-
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cluded overright and that if would take quite a 'ong time, Moreover,
I believed that if the local Government failed to make Congenical atmos-
phere for the negotiation, .it was in a position to be abandoned once
and for all. In 1976, The MNF and Central Goverament resolved that
Mizoram is an integral part of India, and Government of India was at
last convinced that the problem of Mizoram can be solved only with
politica! solution.. The Prime - Minister Agreed to meet Pu Laldenga
who came to Delhi from W. Germany. A P.C. Party was formed
and restoration of peace was the -party’s manifesto. When the party come
to power, I met the Chief Minister Brig. T. Sulo in his office chamber
and adyised him not to ahaidoa the policy ot peace. From the bzgin-
ning up ¢ the conclusion of nezotiation there were many hardship.. The
tenure of Congress Ministry expired in July, 1977. Had the Congress

party coutinued to hold the reins of power, negotiation would have been
concluded three of four years earlier.

As I said earlier, unless this policy emanates from love, it canriot be
lasting. For politicians with true patriotic feelings, this policy cannot be
abandoned. It is a landmark in the History of Mizoram that negotiation
has been concluded during the Congress regime. A special status for
Mizoram with no special powers of Governor has been brought home
with the memorandumn of Settlement. Even Mizoram becomes of a full
fledged state, there will no longer be restrictions to the powers of Go-
vernment. Moreover, the Memorandum contains safeguards for Mizo
customary laws, social practices. etc.

The contention of sorse people that the accord. is not satisfactory is
true to a certain extent. But we all know that there arose a necessity of
negotiation which proves that there was an abnormalijty somewhere. There
was misunderstanding or disagreement between the MNF and Govern-
ment of India and negotiation of the disagreement was necessary. There-
fore, we are not in a pesition to insist upon the points of agieement to
our entire satisfaction. This House ought to express its gratification upon
the conclusion of negotiation. Frankly speaking the atmosphere which
prevailed between 1979 and 1983 was extremely dull and far from peace-
ful. But God did not allow his people to suffer for a long time. A
Congress Ministry was formed on Sth May. Through its sincere efforts
the negotiation was concluded and Memorandum of Settlement was signed
by the MNF and Government of India.

_ The provisions of the Memorundum of settlement require to be
implemented. As such at the present stage, the memorandum cannot be
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satisfactory. There is no doubt that the people of Mizoram are happy
for the conclusion of peace talk ani signing of Memorandum of Settle-
ment. May be the members of P.C Party do not welcome it, but mem-
bers did. The Opposition leader said that there are certain points in the
memorandum whicti are detrimental to the Mizo Society. I wonder what
those are. Nothing against the wupuradlation of Mizoram to a status of
statchood and its power of legislation is to be found in the memorandum.

To me it is not yet a time to forete!l what we should do. All the
provisions of Momorandum of Settlement have 1o be implemented.
Assembly Constituency will be reorgamised into 40 constituencies after
Mizoram is upgraded to the status of statehood. At this time the state
Government wil! have higher autonomy.

I am afraid that while peace is resiored in Mizoram, the hostilities
among us would remain. Therefore, we must forgst all the past and
be instired with the lone of Government. The only thing we have to do
is to welceme  this peaceful, new era from which we shall start to
progress.

A father goes for fishing and he brought only one fish. His two
chi:dren happily eat th: fish while the parents share only tas soap.  Tust
like this we must ha e truelove. Tny:e who sacrifice for the Service of
M:zoram should be have just like this father who does not envy his
children.

In the field of developement too, nrogress can1 be achieved only
through our joint efforts. The source from which we can attain success
is the cen'ral Congress (1) with a good co-operation with the Congress
(D) we can make Mizoram a pleasant state, that was promised by Mr
Rajiv Gandhi. He promised to develop Jizoram. He also promised
that a team of experts would be seat ro have an ontiae spot study of
situation prevailing in Mjzoram for undertaking dJdevelopmental works,
As he promised a team of experts come. Lzt vs extend co-operation fo
the n.

Thank You.

SPEAKER : Member must take out tine. Pleass try to po  direct to
the points otherwise there will be no time for others 10
speak. Ve shall now call Pu R. Lalawia.
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PU R. LALAWIA : Mr. Speaker Sir, I am grateful that the Hon’ble

Deputy Chief Minister moved an official resolu-
tion on the successful conclusion of peace talk. I also submitted a private
resolution on the same subject. This House ought Lo exnress its grati
fication over the successful conclusion of peac: talk and sigaing of the
Memorandum of Settlement. Today there is a stiange development as a
result of signing of an accord. Those who are not even an MLA become
today as Minister and Chief Minister. Such an arrangement is honoura-
ble and there never is similar instances in other parts of the world. [t
is quite a paradox that the leader of thos: Government of Iadia c¢a'led
“rebel” becomes Chicf Minister today. This can be achieved through
the sincere endeavour of Congress Party, P.C. Party and Students, From
this stage, a Mizo Community will take steps towards a higher status
which s most fortunate. Mizoram will become the 23rd state of India.
Other states will also be created ard I don’t think other states would be
torn like Mizoram. This proves the greatness of this settlement. This
Peace Accord is bearing many fruits for “Mizoram. In response to the
invitation of the then Chief Minister, the Prime Minister visited all parts
of Mizoram during 9th—12th July to huve a first hand knowledge of the
actual condition of living of poor people in villages. As a result of his
visit, many developmental works are propos:i to be taken up. This is
one of the fruits borne by an accord. More and more funds have been
allotied. For coustruction of more than 30 km. long jeepable road, more
than Rs 200 Jakhs has been allotted. As promised by Prime Miniscers,
a team of experts and a team of Mimsters come to Mizoram to have
first hand knowledge of the requirements for the ail round development
of Mizorat; We read in lo:al papers that expazrts suid their intantion of
setting up a factory in Mizoram for manufacturing of fibre from wild
banana trees which are abundant in Mizoram.

Words can hardly describe the cieerfulness of th: people the night
the Memorandum of Settlement w.s signed by the INF and Government
of India. Had the previous Ministry fore-known it, it would have been
wiling to work for the coaclusion of peace talk.

The opposition member found the provisions of ths accord unsatis-
factory. We rnight make a nistake by accusiag the P.C. Paity of lick
of interest in bringing about peace during its Minis.ry because we were
not aware that God has already nominated someone as Chief Minister
during whose tenure of officc negotiation would b: concluded. The
provisions of the Memorandum of Sstt ement are not to our entire satis-
faction. The MNF leaders also soid that fhey were not to their  entire
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satisfaction. No one dares to support the MNF personnel sirce they
were branded “Rebels” by Government of India, Some of our leaders
even say that *‘Rebellion should not pay”” while the MNF and Govern-
ment of India signed an agreement which contained many precious things
the implementation of which woyld result in the uplift of Mizoram.
Some people are in a habit of criticising it. If Government is interested,
Mizoram can have border trade with neighbouring countries under super-
vision of Government of Irdia, we are looking for the_ time when
ginger can be sold to Bangladesh at a higher rate. No other states in
India have been a'lowed to have bayder trade with neighbowring. coun-
trics. This 1S a special status. Therefore,. the most imporiant thing is to
join hands and work together for thé development of Mizoram.
(Speaker :-Please stop there.. If thefe is. point of order, you .must stop
speaking and the point of order Has to be discussed firgt). (Pu Zairem-
thanga-rule 265 (I) of Rule of Procedure and Conduct, of . Business pro-
vides that document having conncction with the business of the House.
No mention is made of giving a copy to the House).

SPEAKER : Let me clarify it. A mémbp,r is allowed to consult a letter

while he js speaking but reading the contents, is not allowed.
At the same time I would like to clatify that this Ministry is a united
Parliamentary Ministry. This is informed to the Speaker, Leader of the
Hous: is Pu Laldenga, Deputy Leader Pu Lalthanhawla, Pu Liansvama
and Pu Vaivenga are Secretaries, the Chief whip is Pu J, Thanghuama and

Pu Saikapthianga is the whip and Pu R, lalawia, the treasurer let us
call Pu J. Thanghvama to speak.

PU J. THANGHUAMA : Our resolution today is very good resolution,
) Mr. Speaker Sir, and I hope it would be
unanimously adopted. Some people argued that interim (overnment

could not be installed in any way. Now we are sure tha* it can be in-
stalled.

I am very happy to note that the Meniorandum of Settlement is pree-
nant with many good provisions. Moreover, I am very grateful to the
Hon’ble Prime Minister for his four day visit to Mizoram which he never
spent more than a single day to visit other greater states of India. Again
this was followed by an allotment of lakhs of rupees to be utilised for

various developmental works. All political prisoners are also given to
be set free.
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As soon as Memorandum of Settlement was sigred a team of experts
come to Mizoram to study the conditions of Mizoram fer taking up va-
rious-developmental works. All these are the results of signing an accord.
As stated by Pu lLaldenga politics has beginning but not an end. At the
request of churches, various political parties and voluntary organisations,
The MNF has now come overground, The MNF personnel now live
happily in a land where they used to study previously as refugees. ‘While
they roamed in a jungle for 20 years fighting for the freedom of Mizo-
ram we stayed in our own home preoccupied with construction of 40
storeyed buildings and having 10 cars. We spent all our times prospecting
wealti. It is no doubt the results of th: hard work ol our fellow MNF
personnel that a lot of money can easily be earned. Government of India
in its bid to please the Mizos liberally made allotment of funds for Mi-
Zoram.

Regarding Border Trade, some people said that even other states zlso
have the same. No other states in India have been allowed to have bor-
der trade with neigbouring couniries. If this special provision is proper-
ly implemented, ginger which sol¢ at Rs. 1.50 per kg. locally” will be sold
at about Rs. 10/~ per kg. in Bangladesh. At that time, there will no
longer be a rash for appointment to the posts of peon or L.D.C.

After passing this resolution unanimously, no one can criticise the
Memorandum of Settlement outside this House. Some of our members
visited Sateek and neighbouring villages a few days earlier and severely
criticised the Memorandum before public meetings. The MNF personnel
"did not come overground on their on accords, but it was a response to
the request made by the people of Mizoram. As such we are not in a
position to say any thing against them but to alter words of praise. The
tact that otber states viewed with Mizoram for its special states testifies
that the provisions of the accord are good enough. Thank You.

PU K. SANGCHHUM : Mr. Speaker Sir, [ am very happy today that
DEPUTY SPEAKER what w¢ were searching for many years has

been secured. Mizoram now enters into a new
-era. | am further glad that Pu Laldenga and some of his colleagues can
attend our session in this House. I am also glad that the Deputy Leader
of the House moved a resolution expressing our thanks for the conclu-
sien of peace talk between the MNF and Government of India.

I wish that other members speak on my behalf because T cannot
adequately expiess in words what is in my mind. But 1 consider it ne-
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cessary to say something about the beginning of this negotiation. Tbe
reasons for the disturbances are best known by Pu Laldenga, but I want
to point out some points of view from outside,

There seemed to be differences of opinion among the MNF, Govern-
ment of Assam and Government of India regarding the best way for ad-
ministration of Mizoram. As a resuit the MNF followed its own way
for more - than twenty years, The people of Mizoram suffered unto'd
miseries during that period. The worst among these is that we became
demoralised. We adopted poor moral in our profession und 1n our social
life. Politics become duty and our speechzs are punctuated with duty
accusations and allegations uplcasant to listzn to Demoralisation also af-
fected our religion and religious practices. Because of thess, the people
are craving for restoration of peace in Mizoram.

Al]l political parties follow their own ways in tryin: to find solution
to our problem. The churches also tried their hest to find the correct
way to peace. To meet the aspirations of the people, a popular Govern-
ment required to be formed. Each political party canvassed to the peo-
ple. Various political parties formed Governments after disturbances
broke out. Those Governments failed in their beds to solve the prob-
lem. At last the Congress party came to power and cantacted both the
MNF and Government of India in order to set a table for negoftiation.
God blessed the endeavours made by the Comngress party as a result of
which Pu Laldenga and Government of India because willing to sign the
Memorandum of Settlement. .Had either of the parties refused to sign
it, pzace would never have been restored in Mizoram.

I am very proud of the efforts and cndsavours made by the MNF
leaders Pu Laldenga and his Colleagues, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Mr. Rajiv
Gandbi, Pu Lal Thanhawla and his colleagues in bringing about conclu-
sion of peace talk. Even though there were disputes the leadership
of Pu Laldenga, all ranks and file of MNF returned and came overground
today and I would like to convey my thanks to them for this. What I
do not understand is that some people asked why Lal Thanhawla Mi-
nistry did not step down while it always said that it was ready to abdicate
in favour of Pu Laldenga and his colleagnes. The present arrangement
is adequate and no more arrangsmont is required at all. The death of
Jesus Chirst is enongh for salvation of the world. Similarly the present
arrangement of coalition Government is enough for resto ation of peace
in Mizoram. While this isa question in one sense, it 1s at the same
time an attack of the Ministry,
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To the best or my knowledge, what the people desirad most dirving
the disturbances was restoration of peace in Mizoram. There never was
any mention of Memorandum of Settlement. But today, some members
spoke about other pulitical developments. This undesireable attitude
can be attributed to the demoralisation of the people. Recently, one
local papers severely criticised meat supplied to MNF returnees at Rem-
na Run. I don’t think the MNF returnees criticised it. I think there is
an undesireable motive behind it.

As stated by the resolution we must be grateful today because an
agreement has been reached between the MNF and Government of India.
There was a difference of ideas between the two parties previously. In
order to make an agreement, it becomes necessary to find out certain
principles upon which both the dlffcrmg parties can agree. These points
cannot be entirely satisfactory for either of the parties, The point be-
tween the wishes of each party requires to be struck. Under the cir-
cumstances, we ar¢ not in a position at all to criticise the terms of
agreement now made betweep the MNF and Government of India.

Today, we are all happy. We must leave behind any undersireable
attitude. We must try to make good use of our valuable tims for prog-
ress. Mizoram is becoming a full fledged state with a vast autonomy and
we must appeal to all the people to extend co - operation so that Mizo-
ram can take steps towards progress and development.

Lastly, the Mizo Community as a whole has been strifing for peace
and 1 could hardly digest the clasqfncatlon made by the MNF leader in
his speech. We must forget the past and join hands to keep pace with
those statex who went before. Therefore, we must pass this resolution
unanimously. Thank You. :

PU K. BIAKCHUNGNUNGA : Mr Speaker Sir, I am very happy

today that an agréement was made
between the MNF and Governmeat of India after twenty yeats of hosti-
lity. I am further pleased that the MNF personnel, after ceasing their
stay in the jungle, came overground to live among us. I hope that fear
and sufferings which enveloped Mizoram during the disturbances would
no longer remain as the fwo hostile parties made an agreement.
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The greatest consequence of this agreement is the formation of the
present interim government, It is a matter of great pleasure that' the
agreement worked beyond the iimit of the constitution. A coalition go-
vernment like this cannot bz formed without violating many  rules, &cts
and norms. Such a government is very rare In the world.

MNF returnees all over Mizoram sincerely expect this Government
to give them rehabilitation. This interim government should be a power-
ful government. Government of India will never install an uneclected
Chief Minister in future. 1, therefore, would like to appeal this Govern-
ment to work its best for the people. While it is in  power without
making any excuse. Otherwise, MNF party might not bz voted to power
for the Congress I party is might and rich. Now is the best opportunity
to work, We, the opposition members submitted amendment of the
resolution but to our surprise, the amendmzant has not besn accepted.

N

There are certain provisions of the agrecimment which required to be
amended. For example, it is indicated that the Mizoram State will cover
an area specified in the Section 6 of N.E. Area Reorganisation Act, 1971.
Farmers on the Mizoram Assam bounderics arc now eager to sell theic
plots of land because they fear that their areas would be demarcated in
Assam, | would like to apprise all members that as a result of signing
of an accord a large portion of Mizoram has to be added to Assam.
We must all join hands to fight agiinst this. i cannot but blame the
previous Chief Minister for this. Pu Laldenga is often quoted us saying,
“What we need is a special provision for Mizoram™.

As negotiation went on, the then Chief Minister argued that no
special provision was required, dissolution of Chakma District Councit
and creation of Greater Mizoram were not necessary. This greatly ligh-
ten the pressure put on the Central Government. Moreover, the Hon’ble
Chief Minister said that we need not talk about the accord. The accord
is for all Mizo people, why is it that we are not allowed to talk about
it ? Is not there something wrong in it, Mr Speaker Sir 2 1 am afraid
there is a secret in the accord. I am afraid the MNF and Congress [
secretly wedded. The Hon’ble Chief Minister said that survival of a
nation i not in independence. It is mentioned too Iate. I remember
Pu Ch. Chhunga, Pu Ch. Saprawnga and Pu C. Pahlira who kunew twenty
years earlier that.survival was not in independence. Had Pu Laldenga
known it at that time, Mizoram would have aitained statechood much
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earlier. At the ev: of signing of an aceord, the Chief Miniater in his
public speech at A.R. g ound severely attacked us. Some were stated to
wizld an image of a calf under the laaderghip of Aran some were like a
crow putting on a [eather of paacack while we ave oxpecting that he
would preach a message of peace, Instead of conveying his thanks to
leaders ot Congress party, what he iuentioned were the S8tudenis and
Churches,. Because the Chief Minister is the agressor. we tried to study
what the brovght home but he siid, *“Don’t touch it, It is a legal matter
and th-re can bte anpother interpretation”. Therefore, | am  unzasy until
the Home Ministry gives clear interpretation.

Regaiding release of prisoners, I think the interpretation of Home
Ministry is not correct. Thz interpretation of Hon'ble Chisf Minister
seems to be the correct one. The repytation of Home Ministry in  thig
House is very b:d gince it always has 3 defferent interpretation.

To conclude, T would like to sav that members of the opposition
party will raise our hands to votg for the resalution. At the same time
we shall shield our heads with the left hands as an indigiiiop that there
arc many thipgs to do tefore us ip which Pu Laldenga is also not
excluded. Thank You.

SPFAKER : We shall now have a recgss to continue at 2:00 P.M.
Recess till 2:00 P.M,

SPEAKER : We shall now resume the diseussion. Wha will speak
first 7 Let us call Pu Lalehhawna,

PU F. LALCHHAWNA : Mr, Speaker Sir, I am very glad today be-

capse we have a good oppertupity to discuss
the Memorandum of Settlement. Mizoram is ughered Infe a pew era,
and signing of the accord is a milestone in thg Hiswory of Mjzoram. [
am grateful to god for sparing my life to see this greaf day.

When | look back at the night of 30th Jnly when Memortapdum of
Settlement was signed between the MNF and Govergmeni of Indig, there
is 10 denying the fact that all the people were happy. The achievement
of that great ooeasion was made fhrough the endecavours of the MNFE,
Government of India and the Mizoram Congress I. The present condi-
tion of Mizoram is 2lmost similar 10 the ong mentioned in verses 6-9 of
chapter 1! of {saiah which s3ys, “‘The wolf shall dwell with the {amb
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and the Jeopard shall liec down with the kid, and the calf and the lion
and the fatling topether and the little child shall lead them. The cow
and the bear shall feed. their young shali lie down together, and lion
shall eat straw like the ox. The sucking child shal! play over the hole
of the asp, and the weaved child shall put his hand on the adders den.
They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain.”

There are provision in the Memorandum which are to be implexen-
ted and all sections of the people have a role in it. As an agreement
has been made, there are many things to forget and many things to re-
member. There are some people who ailtribute all our sufferings
during insurgency like damage of propecties, death of relatives
and burning of houses etc. to the misdeeds of others  We must forget
this. There was always hostihity amongst us. This must also be forgotten,
At the gsome time we must remember those persons who worked for this
agreement, particularly the Centril Government. MNF leidersand Mizo-
ram Congress Ministry and all the credits must go to tiem. We must
also remember those who visited us in prisons. We must not bz reluctant
to give credit to this people. We must warmly welcome the file and
rank of MNF who came overground to live with us leaving behind all
their greatness and fearfulness. [, therefore, would like to say that we

must pass this resolution. Thank you.
SPEAKER : Let us call Pu Saikapthianga.
PU SAIKAPTHIANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, | would like to convey

my thanks to Central Government, our
Jeaders and the MNF personnel who sacrificed their lives for Mizoram for
their about an atmosphere of peace in Mizoram today. At the same tim.,
I would like to say that peace can be restored in Mizoram through the
endeavours made by the Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister, Pu Lal Thanhawia
and various leaders. Representatives of Mizorain who assembled here
today migh have different ideas. While the people were very happvy on
the might an accord was cigned, there are some people who wept the whole
night. In order to make Mizotam a pleasant land, members of this Housc
have importaat roles to play. We belong to various political parties but
as we are all Mizos, we must join hands to work for the developnent of
Mizoram. Thank you.

PU ZAIREMTHANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, I hope all members cor-
dially welcome the signing of Memoran-

dum of Settlement. *Vhat makes me more happy is that with the signing
of this Memorandum, peace begins to be restored in Nlizoram. The happi-
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ness «f those who sutfered greatly during the period of insurgency can
hardly be imaginsd since I, whose only suffering is oae nigat detention in
A. R. Quart:r Guard am also very happy.

I do not say that all the provisions of the Memorandum are accepta-
ble. There are certain provisi)ns detrimental to the survival of Mizo So-
ciety. owever, we shall fight to do away with thisin the coming years.
I would like to convey iy heartfelt thanks to the MNF leaders, Govern-
ment of India and the Congress leaders for the efforts made by them to
bring 2oout an agreement between the MNF and Covernment of India.
Besides this, we are indebted to students, editors in thejr endeavours to
create a congenial atmosph-re for resumption of peace talk. The appeal
to the pesople by our leaders to keep quite while peace talk was in prog-
ress was gladly r2sponded by the people. Similarly when there was a
bottlencck which hampered the progress of peace talk, the MNF leaders
rquested us to pressure Government of India through memorandum or
I'iess Release and we did as requested, Therefore, all political parties
deserve credits. The role playad by churches connot be omitted. A con-
ference was convened attended by various political parties and the church
to chalk out action to be taken for resumption of peace talk. At that
time it was d:cided thut the church would fake a leading part and poli-
tical parties v ould suport it. Lastly, our God Almighty arranged every-
thing and we should give ou: thanks to God. At the same tiine, there
are many provisions necessary for the progress of Mizoram omitted in the
Memorandum, We must be 1eady to fight for these. Thank you.

PI K. THANSIAMI : Mr. Speaker Sir, i am very happy today

for having an opportunity to marticipate
in the discussion of a resolution regarding “iemorandum of Settlement.
First of all I would like to convey my thanks to various organisations
and political parties for the roles they played for the conclusion of peace
talk. I would also like to convey my thanks to Pu Laldenga, leader of
the MNF and to Government of India. We are also indebted to the Mi-
zoram Congress (I) Government. We must also be thankful to Pu Lal-
dubawma for an important role played by him. He disclosed miny hid-
den activities which go along way in hastening the progress of peace talk.
The prayers of members of the church were answered and I firmly believe
that God made Pu Lalduhawma a tool in his hands. Tuerefore, the pa-
ramount power behind all these is God Almighty. We must not forget to
offer a prayer of Thanks to him,
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I think no dne cih forget the darkness of the last rwenty years. The
killings by Security Forces, manhandling, assau!t of innocent peoplé and
raping of our women by Security Forces will disappear and this Is wor-
thy of gratification. [ntimidation, a spirit of fear in heart, the increasing
number of widows, 4nd orphang will disapsear and ¢veryone can speak
as he likes. Life will be restored from hell to heaven. | am therefore ve-
ry glad to support tiis resolution.

There are c¢ertain provisions in the Meinorandum which are vety
hamitful for Mizoram. One of th:m i3 the Jrovision of chapter 4, clauss
3(!) of the Memorandum which provides that the Mizoram state will co-
ver the boundaries specified in section 6 of the NEAR Act, 197l. The
P. C. Party submitted 8 memorandum to Government of India many
tings in which its stand was that the boundaries of Mizoram should be
based on the areas occupicd by Mizos in 1875, if the boundari¢s of Mi-
Zotam is demarcated as provided in the Memotandum, Mizora will lose
4000 Sq. m of its areas. This i3 very sad. “iext, at chapter 4, clause 3 of
the Menmotandum, it 18 provided that Mizoram ard Central Government
will share the natural resources of Mizoram fiftyfifty. In Nagaland, the
natural resources 18 monopolised by the State Government, This is ano-
ther provision detririental to the interest of Mizo people.

At chapter 9, Chakmas are included among minorities in Mizoram,
Chakmas hHdv: never been minorites In Mizoram and Pawi and Lakher
are the only minotities, This i: another provision which can be harmful.
This paves the way for influx of Chakmas from Banuladesh and we can
be in a danger of assimilation. These are the four provisions which are
hatinful for Mizoram,

It is a pity that Mizoram Stat: Assembly will have o1ly 40 members
while Article 170 of the Constitution of Indiv provides that the Legisla-
tive Assembly of each State ghall consist of not more than 500 and not
less thah 60 The ceat is not allotted on poputation basjs and there is
no teasoh why Mizotam ¢ahnot have 60 seats.

Hon'ble meniber of Khawhai constituency said that no other states
have border trade. Let him please study the condtitution ot Indix a bit
mote thoroughly and he will %ee that nheighbouring states and not
western states have border trade with neighbouring countries, Thank you.
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F. LALRANMLIANA | Mr. Speaker, I submitted 2 private members

resolution on the subject of gratificarion about
the signing of Memorandum of Settlement. Since there is an officiil
resolution, I <cli not move my resolution fomorrow. I m< ved the san:e
reso'ution in Pawi District Council Session and it was gladly passed
unanimously.

Mizoram was plunged into a two dJecade disturbance. In the
beginning, we thought that the disturbance would be a hostility between
Mizos and Goveramen: of India. But as time went on, there was a
hostility between the N\izos. As a result many people died in the hands
of the MNF as wsll as in the hands of Sedurity Forces. Many people
lost houses and properties, some villagers were herded together by S:-
curity Forces at night, niany villages were grouped, and the morul
of the people was extremely down. But with the signing ot the Memo-
randum of Settlement, I hope we shall revain a Mizo morality wi-h
courage, This agreement batween the MNF and Government of India has
been possible through the endeavours made by various political partics,
churches, teachers & YMA and we must convey our heartfelt thanks 1o
them. The P.C. party also tried its best to bring abott restoration of
peace in Mizoram but it iollowed a wrong, rugged path and it failed in
its goal. The Congress party under the icadership of Pu Lul Thanbawla
fortunately picked up the right path. As a result the MNF and Gover.i-
mént of India reached an agreement. The Congress Ministty made an
honourable agreemeit for restoration of peace so that Pu Laldenga
became Chief Minister and some of his colleagues are sworn in as
cabinet ministers. I b-lieve that God destines Mizo people to do a cer-
tain 1mpostant thing and I belicve God wanted Mizo people to serve
Him. Thank you,

SPEAKER : Let me clarify one thing. If we say ‘Vai’ merely to

mean the p'ain people in India, it cannot be
taken offence at. If we utter it to mean an undesirable meaning, it can
be unparliamentary.

PU ROCHHUNGA RALTE : Mr. Speaker Sir, 1| am very happy today

because we have a guo | opportunity for
discussion a resolution of thanks on the signing of Memorandum of
Settlement between the MNF and QGovernment of India. I feel very
fgﬁturl!;te since peace is being restored while [ am a sitting member of
thls House,



Personally. 1 did not suffer much during  the distrurbances excent
imprisonment for shoert time. Two of my uncles were also imprisoned for
about four years. o my level best I preached this policy of peace all
over Miz ram, \s students, we extend all possible Coop:ration to those
who foaght for restorition of peace in Mizoram As a result peace has
been restored at last and it is guite fortunate that a resolution about
that is being discussed in this House. If we consider as to  whom  we
shull convey ou thanks, first of all it is God who deserves to be thanked.
Ne<i, the people of Mizoram, who craned for peace and fought in ~very
pcssible way for reslesation of peace should be thanked. Particalar
reference has to be made to the MNF who struggled for [ndependent
for Mizoram and who abindoaed the policy just because the condition of
Mizoram could not afford to bz a disturbed state. The peop'c appealed
to the MNF leaders to abindon and come overgrouad since they no
longer had strength to suffer vnder the crucl erip of disturbances. I is
not because the MNF no longer dared to figat wrims! Indiv  that  they
cone overgrounlt. It is becius: it paid heed to the iapper! of the people.
Therefore, I would like to convey my taank to all MNt+ persone’.

If we thoroughly study the provitons of Memorandu n of S2iticinent,
it is evident that thev are not to  out entie satisfaction.  Our caerished
dream is sovereignty., The MNL paity also likes it and fought for twenty
years to get it. [t is, therefo ¢, unlair to criticise the accoid. To con-
clude I would like to say that t(his offictal resolution on Memorandum
of Settlement must bz uninimously adopted. Thank you.

PU K. LIANCHIA : Mr, Spzaker Sir, I am glad today that an atmos-

vhere of p2ace has now been restored. During
the period ol insuigency, I personally faced many problems, but  God
protects me- In an atmosphere of peice, onc can speak anything one
likes freely. [ don’t think there is anyone who is not happy.

Whilz expressing our happiness, there is something whnich  requires
careful consideration. Tne peace talk was sturted as far biz< as in 1984.
A creat goal is difticult to achieve. To a czrtain extent, [ am discoatent
about the performarnces of Government of Indii in this regards, while the
success or failure of the peace talk was in the hands of the Central Go-
vernment, it is most unfortunate that the Prime Minister could not spare
even an hour to talk to MNF delegatzs. When peaca was coacluded, the
Prime Minister stayed for four days in Mizoram. This remind me of
one story. One chorch known as a sleepy church did not have a bell
and the members made contribation of money for purchase of a bell
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Even after they tried their best they could not contribute enough monzay.
One army personnel on leave came to know that and donated Rs 40 with
which a bell was purchased. Members of the church were very heppy
and decided to make a celebration ror whica they easily contributed Rs.
300/- with which they purchased an ox and feasted huppily, Had Rs.
370/ been contributed earlier, they should have purchased a much better
bell. Similar is the case of peace tilk. [ cannot but wonder what the
reasons for the delay of peace talk were.

The MNI' and Government of India have built a house with an
agreement for dwelling of all Mizo people. Don’t we have any night to
have a look at the house built for us ? It is our duty to explore the
House built for us, and point out the damaged portion if any for repair.
It is not a criticism. In the agieemeut there is a provision that NMizoram
wil! cover the bound:ries specified in cection 6 of NEAR Act, 1971 when
this .\ct was made, there was a popular Goveinment, in \'izoran.. Has
anyonc thoroughly persued the Act that time ? It is because we were not
familiar with the provisions of the Act that thc boundaries of Mizoram
was changed. Had the Government at that fime have gond knowledge of
the Act, it wouold not have a of the Act, it would not have accepted it
at all. The Act was been accepted once again in the accord and it poses
a big problem today. What is wrong in studying the provisions of Me-
morandum of Settlement ? The P.C. Ministry triea its best to alter the
boundaries. [t submitted memorandum to Government of India suggesting
alteration of the boundaries and follow the boundaries delinted by the
British regine, in :1875. The cherished dseam of Assam has now been
realised by this memorardum. If this provision is Implemened Mizoram
has to lose 790 paddy fields and ra t of Vairengle village to Assam. We
must all join hands to fight against this. Not a single Mizo will take
offence at over pointing out of this undesireabls provision,

The Memorandum also provides that the rights and previledges of
minorities would he preserved and protected. Many of us do not really
understand the meaning of this passage. We are neither certain about the
interpretation of the woed ‘minority’ in Mizoram, The NEAR Act, 1971
empowers Autonomous Regions in Mizoram to set up Autonomous Dis-
tricts. This is incnrporated in para 20 of the Sixth Schedule. With this
provision, Chakma District Council has been created Why had the Go-
vernment at that tim> accept the NEAR Act ? With the upgradation of
Mizo District to a UT status, Chakma District Council was torn. So
minorities in Mizoram are Chakma, Lakher and Pawi an: their rights
and previledges have to be preserved and protecied and at the same time
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their sociz}l _economic advancement has to be ensured while the MNF
delcg_ates mmsisted upon resting with Govetnment of Mizoram the powers
to dissolv: district councils.

While the provision is already in-Corporated in the constitution of
Irdia, T am eaper to know why the same provision has been incorporated
in the Memorandum of Settlerment. Now implementation of the provision
of Memorandum of Settlement begins and it is not satisfactory as expected,
For instance, regarding release of prisoners, th Hoa’ble Chief Minister
stated that Central Government made certain objections.

An issue o a separate High Court for Mizorim is said to have been
a bottlenxck blocking the progress of peace talk, The constitution provides
that each state wiil have a separat: High Court. It appears thit as soon
as Mizoram becomes a State, it will have a separate High Court. After
some pressures from Students, the Central Government. was reported to
have agreed that Mizoram would have a separate High Court. But when
th: constitution was amended, it become clear that Assam. Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manirur, Tripura and Mizoram will have a common High
Court to be called Guwahati High Court. [ do not know why a separate
High Court is not set up for Mizoram. The NEAR Act, 1971 provides
that the Guwaliati High Court’s jurisdiction will also extend to Mizoram
UT and Arunachat Pradesh U.T. When AMizoram attains statehood, every-
thing 15 the same Government of India also has to look into our condi-
tion carefully. we have many tasks ahead and I apneal to Il members to
join hands and work together to achieve our goal. Thank You.

PU HIPHE{ : Mr Speaker Sir, I would like to express my heartfelt

gratification today about the signing of the “Memorandum
of Settiement. As soon as [ hear about it, my family had a thanks giving
prayer. Gencrally, the sutferings of Chhimtuipui Dist. is much less when
compared with these Aizaw! District. But we have had enough of 'he distur-
bed condiitors and we warmly welcome restoration of peace and normaley
in Mizoram.

The responsibility or the delay of prace ta'k has been fixed by some
people on Pu Lal Thanbawla and his colleague, At that time we dared
not accuse God, the churches. students and other political parties of
pla?’ing a role for the delay of peace talk, Pu Lal Thanhawia and his
colleagues were held responsible. { am very elad today becau-e we reahies
that the accusation was absclutely taseless. Today, we conveyed our
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thanks to God, the churches, various political parties, Pu Lal.Thanhawla
and Pu Laldenga, yet some of us expressed our happiness In a stronge
way.

Some of us twisted our speeches to the birth of Chakma District
Council alleging othars as responsib'e for that, At the tim: of the out-
break of distrubances in Mizoram, the administration we had was a Dis-
trict Council And its powers were very limited that even security forces
personnel paid no heed to its voice, when Mizo District Council was up-
graded to the status U.T. it was expected that the po vers of the Ministry
would be more than that of Dist. Council and it was hoped that the
Ministry would be able to do something to contro! the high-handedness
of Security Forces. It was because of this that an offer of UT was
accepted. There is no one to blame for that, Today, the terms and
conditions of the agreement between the MNF and Central Government
may not meet the entire expectations or aspirations. We must rememb:r
that these are what could be attained in the maximum. No more could
be attained. Had everything we aspire bcen attained, we should not have
anything to say today. '

Today, tl.c powcifulness of politics has been revealed 1o the people.
Distrubance in Mizoram broke out for political reasons. Al of us
remember our sufferings during the period of insurgency. Even a Minister
did. not escape checking by security forces let along MLAs. Today the
distrubances were solved with political solutions when the late Prime
Minister Mrs. Indira Gundhi visited Aizawl on the eve of general election,
the people asked her to promise to solve the Mizo problem immediate'y
and she did, when Rajiv Gandhi visited Mizoram he was again asked to
promise to solve the problem immediatelv and he also did Those promise
made at the request of the people were fulfilled today. This confirms the
importance of the role played by th2 pzople in a democracy. May be
some people are not entirely satisfied with the provisions of the agreement.
But we must be happy because the t(wn hostile patties reached and
agreement.

All members of this House were elected for a five years term. But
as a result of conclus on be upgraded (o statethood. The Mizoram State
Bill has alreadv been passed by the Parliament. This House requires to
be dissolved before expiry of its term of office. Some members main-
tained that how an issue of setting up of a separate High Court for
Mizoram could be a bottleneck in the progress of peace talk while the
constitution of India provides that there should be a High Court for
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each state. We should know that all that is written cannot be imple-
mented. For example, it is written that the President shall appoint a
Prime Minister but in reality it is not so. The constitution does provide
that there should be a High Court for each state but several states can
have a common Iiigh Court. This (oes not indicate that the speech of
Prime Minister is more binding than the provision of the constitution.
What all political parties would upanimously welcome is impossible.
That is..if a provision that in the next election all political parties wQuid
hold the reins of Government is included in th: constitution, all politi-
cal parties would welcome it. But this is impossible. So, lzt us welcome
what we have at presei.t Thank you.

FU ZGSIAMA PACHUAU : Pu Speaker, while expressing gratitude

: over the signing of Memorandum of Set-
tlement, some of us appear unhappy. This quite possible sinc some of
us are required to step down infavour of MNF leaders, we must accept
that Mizoram welcomes this agrcement made between the MNF and
Government of India. The MNF personnel who were underground come
overground to reunite with their families. Those who feel unsafe in the
hands of MNF now feel safe - A policy of peace and harn:ony canvased
by each political party no longer has any plate in political propaganda.
Every individual, every political party desires to have the credit of this
agreement. It would be a good idea if a particular poltical party does
not -intend to have the credit. Some Ministers stepped down in favour
of MNF leaders as they promised to the people before election. The
people vote them to power thereby enabling them to fuliill their promises.
They should not te proud for the promises they kept, because they
could keep their promises. just because the psople enabled taem to do so.

The MANF personnel who went underground were likened with a
group of hunters going hunting. When a group of hunters return with
their kill, the villagers welcome them and closely look at the kill to know
what kind of animal it 1s, whether it is a wale or female, whether it is
big or small. Similarly, the Memorandum of Settlement is likened with
the kill. The people who bave a share in it have every night to
scrutinise the Memorandum.

The night and accord was signed, I ran through the streets of Ai-
zaw] three times. The happiness of the people at that time cannot be
forgotten But today, it seems that our happiness windles. This reso-
luyon of thanks iaust be unanimously passed. Some opposition mem-
bers said that voting would be required. In my opinion no voting is
required at all. A voice vote is enough.
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I remember those days gone by when members alnays shouted ang-
rily in this House because Police personnel and Security Forces, used to
search -their residence without any warrant. No one, could sleep in peace
at night. I cannot express my happiness today over *he disappearance
of all the fears of that time. It is our duty as representatives of . the
people to express our happiness today throvgh this resolution. It would
be still better if we can make a much betier resolution than the one
moved by the Dy. Leader of the House. However, words cannot ade-
quately express our heartfelt gratitude., We must therefore. unanimously
pass this resoiution.

There are many reasons why we should be happy today. Even after
Mizorem attained a status of U.T. many people dared not sleep in their
home for fear of security forces. There were at that time many people
who preferred to revert to District Courcil provided peace and harmony
was restored. Today, peace and normalcy have been night is very clear.
While expressing our jou, some members said the provisions of the Me-
morandum do not meet the cntire expectation and aspiration of the peo-
ple. -A speech in this direction is quite enough.

Our cherished dream is an independent state for Mizoram. Many
Mizo youths szcrificed their lives for this cause. But this goal cannot
be attained and we have to bz satisfied with a lower status-brougt about
by a negotiation between the MNF and Government ¢f India. When-
ever negotiation is needed, it is evident that the goal cannot be achieved.
If we are going to make wistful thingking tcday, the people are sure to have
much more today. Regarding demarcation of boundaries. there is pot
much to say +in this House. Mizoram was upgraded to the status of UT
from District Council. At the same time NEAR Act, 1971 was passed
in which it is clearly written that Mizoram UT will consist of an area
convered by the District Council. We are discontendzd about the speci-
fication of boundaries of Mizoram State in the Memorandum of Seéttle-
ment. However, a door is open forrearganisation 6f the boundiaries in
future. During the first P.C. Ministry we collected old decuments which
depected the boundaries of Mizo District. A cabine: Memorandum has
also been submitted to Governmeot of India. 1 am not aware of what
the congress Ministry did to pursue the matter, “As 1 belong to another
party, I shall not be informed of what has beca doae, but the fact that
Mr. Zairemthanga, who is among those who did al! the pioneer works
was not included as a member of boundary committee makes mz -duite
uneasy. However, settlement of toundary dispite with Assam is- 4’ task
set before all of us and each of us should be aware of the impbrtance
and urgency of the matter.
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If you continue to say thet with the attainment of Statzhood, a large
part of an area formerly inhabited by Mizos was lost to Assam. Govern-
ment of Assam will be encourrged and will drive out farmers aleng the
boundary. Such an action was taken previously by Assam. The biggest
blunder yoy have committed h'r. Dy. Speaker Sir, was signing of an agree-
ment that Mizo farmers along the boundaries be not evic'ed for the time
being You even did not reslise the undcesirable consequerices this ag-
reement had afterwards, | wculd like to explain it now.

Mr. Dy. Speaker Sir, we must speak about anything which we know
very clearly. When we speak of something of which we doi’t have a
thorough knowledge, the recple are dismayed and stirred. Lven today,
we should not go beyond expiessing ou happiness over the siening of
an accord between the MNF leader Pu Laldenga and Govt., of Irdia. 1f
we go reyond this and bring back all the past, it can have undiserable
consequences. I, therefore, appeal to all members 1o concentrate on the
resolution and vote for it unanimously. Thank you.

PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, in the light o tha discu-

ssions, it transpires that those in  the
Treasury Bench have been confused an accord with the administration.
-When ever anyone expresse desire for a better status. it was r2garded
as an attack on the Memorandum of Settlement. Today, we should be
grateful upon signing of an accord. While expressing our happincss we
cannot but think of the status which cur state would attain in the near
future. That js what confused many members.

When 1 fust learnt that Pu F. Lalramliana was submitting the
resolution, 1 intended to submut a resolution., 'he Rules of Procedule
prescribes that an amendment to a 1esolution submitted one clear day
before consideration of the resolutioa can be coasidersd, I later
learnt that an cfficial resolution was going to be submitted and I am pre-
pared to make amendment. But Government submitt d the resolution
without giving a chance to mauke an amendment, | would like to advisc
Treasury Bench not to oppress members of opposition party in future
since it is violative ot democratic principles.

Now that an agreement has been made between the MNF acd
Governrrent of India. We must consider if  there really is peace and
harmony in our hearis. A tendency of accusing oth:rs of being discontent
about signing of an accord just because they exp.essed their desire for
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better creates an undesviab'e atmosphere. Besides. oppressing the consti-
tutional and democratic nights of opposition nembers should also be
stepped fortwith,

No doubt, everyone is happy for the restoration of normalzy in Mi-
zoram. [t is quite a pity that many of us quarrelled _ver the stbjact as
to whom tlie credit w« uld go. 1 would like to say that those * ho never
claim any credit today will be those who week more for Mizoram, |
highly appreciated the deeds of the Congress Ministry in its accommoda-
tion of MNF leader ta its Ministry. I would al<o like to extend my
hzartielt thanks to tte MNF personnel who came cverground ir. order to
prepare a gicund  fer  rectoration of peace in Mizeram. We  are also
indebted to students, viricus church dencn inations, the people »f Mizo-
ram as a whole and all political parties for their earnest effor:s in pre-
paring a congenial ground for resumtion and conclusion of p:ace talk.
In this conection ! would like to say that if we metizulously pzarsue
the provisions of th' Memorandum of Settlement, it i1s appa-ent that
the way the Mizos have been treated by Government of India is no better
then ‘what is known as a slep -motherly treatment. I do not Dblame the
MNF for this, India is compriscd of countless castes ard trites. If we
consider the status of other states, that of ours 1is far from satisfactory.
For instance, with the Siale Reorganisation Act, 1066, a greater Tamil
Nzdv State and a greater Maharachtra State were tormed, why ‘s it that,
even after struggling for an Independent Mizoram for more than two
decades, a Greater Mizoram canno>t be created despite repzatec request
of the MNF deleeates 7 How I wish that are rewarded with this which
is sure to add jewels on the crown of MNF. Mizos are not third class
citizens, Tl.e constitution of Indta piovides that all people are equal
What was done for the Tamils and ndfarathis in Maharashua should
also be done for Mizos.

The Mizos were divided as a result of implementation of Divide and
Ruje Policy by the British Ragize. After India become ind:pendent,
recrganisation of such divisions is the duty of Government of Ind:a. The
MNF delegates were given step motherly treatment and in the provisions
of the Memorandum of Settlement, it was written that Government of
India did not make any commitment for creation of :reater Mizoram
altaough the MNF delegates raised the point during discussion. This is
not an attack on the MNF. What Goveinment of India can do to those
whom it regards as its children should also be done to Mizos.
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The Hon'ble Agricultire Minijster stated the Mizoram state will con-
sist of an area covered by the " District Council. How cian he solve the
problem without knowing the fact ? At section 6 of NEAR Act, 1971,
the boundaries of Mizoram state is clearly specified but there is no
mention of an area covered by District Council, instead it is written that
the area of Mizoram state will be the area covered by Mizo District.
Mizoram was cne of the fourteen states of Mizoram. We must carefully
study the houndaries demarcated by Assam. It is a pity that the bound-
aries of Mizoram as specifiad in the NEAR Act, 1971 has been confir med
once again. It is harmful and detrimental for the descendants of MNF,
Congress or PC Party. We should demand and insist opon reorganigttion
of boundaries of Mizoram or the basis of boundaries specified in an
order issued from Buckingham Palace in London in 1908. This is no* an
attack on the MNF. Since it has not ‘ncluded amo g the provisions of
the M emorandum of Settlen.ent, we must all join hands to fight for
reoiganisation of boundaries of Mizoram. Article 321 (a) of the Consti-
tution of India provides that ownership and transfer of land and its
resources shall apply to the State of Nagaland unless the Legislative
Assembly of Nagaland, by a resolution so decides. This is the result of
an agrecment between the Nagas and Giovernment of India in 1963. We,
the Mizos also deserved this treatment. The surrender of arms and
ammunitions and coming overground abandoning all unlawful activities
on the pairt of the MNF aic quite enough to earn special status as
granted to the Nagas.

We do not hate Chakmas as a whole. Mr. H. K. Chakna is also
our good friznd. Those who settled in Indiy before Indepeadznce ar: citizens
of Incdia- There are many such Chakmas in Mizoram too and creation of
a separate District Council for them is rot necessary, But when insur-
gency broke oat in 1966. Government of India tactiully created Chak-
ma District Council in 1972 to attract Chakmas from Bangladesh so that
a Mizo Community could be gradually assimilated. This contravenes the
provisions of the Constitution. Since we were treated as rebels, assimi-
laticn of Mizo by Chakn-as was considered better by Goveinment of
India. NNow that a reconiliation has been made between the MNF -and
Government of India, the existence of this District Council is not )usti-
fied. It should be dissolved as soon as an agreement is reached. On the
contrary a provision that the rights of minoritics wculd be protected has
been incorporated in the Memorandum of Settlewent. This is a very sen-
sitive provision which can be extremely detrimental to the survival of
Mizo Community. While expressing our happiness on the signing of ar
accord, we must carefully look forward to see the actuul position of Mi-
zoram. We must not try 1o make political capital of this agreement. Ra-
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ther we must join hands to fight for the good of the whole community
leaving behind political sentiments oth¢r vise the geneyation to come will
blame us for not doing this thing at the exact “time.

We can unapimously pass the. res~lution of thanks. 4t the same
time we must take note of all the provisions undesirable for Miz~ nocp'e
and demand Government of India to give us special status as 1t dvi in
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Maharashtia States. It would be the fauit of
Central Government if it refused to shower upon us the blessings which
even the constitution provides. To corclude 1 would like to riterate that
all of us are happy today and we offered thanks giving prayers to God.
Thank you.

SPEAKER : Itis now three oclock. The participation of mem-

bers is quite satisfactory. About 1S memkters parti-
cipated in the discussion. [Now the remaining time will be allutted to
Ministers. Now we shall cail Pu laldenga to speak. For information
of Men bers it is Parliament.ry and Legislative practice not to disturb a
Minister when delivering a riarden specch.

PU LALDENGA : Mr. Dy. Speaker, I want to say something in sup-
CHIEF MINISTER port of our resolution. First of all, we are thank-

ful to God for his able guidance which enabled the
MNF and Government of lidia to sign this Memorandum of Settlement,
We are also very grateful o the people who contributed much for the
success of peace talk. We are also indehted to leaders of the churches
for the important role they played in the course of negotiation, which
was abandoned in 1982 was resumed. Even after that, whenever there
was a Dbottleneck, then ru:hed to Delhi to help us. For all these, we
are very grateful to them.

We aie also indebted 1o the then Prime Minister Mrs. Indira
Gandhi who was ro more with us for her enthusiasm in starting nego-
tiation. It was she who cent for me from London for the purpose. I
feal obliged to mention her name and her contributions for resumption
of ‘megotiation in this House. We also ought to convey our thasks to
Prime Minister Rajiv Candki: for his earnest effort to settle the Mizoram
problem, Under his able guidance and. patience, an agreement was reached.

The contribotions of Pu Lalthanhawla and his colleagues cannot be
ommitied. An arrangement has been made in his Ministry so as to ac-
commodate me and some of my colleagres. Moreover, when both sides
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of the negotiating parties faced a deadlock, they rushed to Delbi and
sefved as middlemen to appease cith:r sides so that negotiation might
contijue. Their contiibution other thzn abdication in favour of MNF
lcader for bringing about a congenial atnosphere for resumption of peace
talk is worth remembering. After the peace talk is worth remembering.
Afte. tae prace talk reached a deadlocl two or thiree times, the Cong-
ress leador successfully paved way for (csumption  of peace talk. The
importance of the role they played cannot be overemphasized. The
patience shown by the then adninistrat on of Mizoram was laudable, we
are also inbedted to the Sccurity Forces and Potlice personnel for their
calmness and patience. The atmosphere was so changed-that the sligh-
test spark could influsnce the tind2rbox and completely spoil thz atmos-
phere. Through the patience and able -eaderskip of the top brass of
security forces, the worst which could cuasilv happen was evaded and a
path of pezace was followed.

I knew before hand that, even before and after sigaing this Memo-
randum, il the people would not have the same view of it. I always
joked tnit cven a Seraphim State would not satisfy some people. Wh le
others woull be contented with the status of U.T. Wheacver there is a
new development, some¢ people expect to take advantage af it. Even
political [artics are no excephion, we foresaw «hat cectain political par-
ties woulc. try to make politi.al capital out of the Memorandum of
Settiement.

All people don’t have the sime opinion, some tastes .ud some like
and cishkes. Therefore, the Memorandun of Setileraent cannot escape
criticisms. But T am plad today that members of thic House unanimous-
ly cexpressad their grattule over the signing of the Memotaadum of Set-
tlement and [ would like to say that this House i5 hapdy., At the same
time an issue of boungaries presented itseif for discussion. We all know
that a new state ¢cannot he created without a definite boundaries which
the new s:ate should consist, I tuink this august House known that all
conscuntions people know that agreement cannot be made with a condi-
tion that th2 new Mizoram state, from the date of its tormaition, weculd
have a border dispute with neighbouring states. Moreover, no conditicn
that  Mizoram state wiil bave a border dispute which will b2
settled in du2 course caanot be included in the Memorandum. While
d:marcatiag the boundaries of Mizotam, we had in mind the Mizoram -
Cachar boundaries, when Mizo District was upgraded to the status of
U.T. therc was definite boundaries. Various political parties accepted the
boundaries set for Mizoram U.T. when making an agreement, the boun-
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daories specified in the NEAR Act, 1971 was considered safest for Mizo-
ram ané Mizoram State also has to comprise the areas within the boun-
daries specified in the said Act.

I think many of us are not ¢clear about the High Court. The consti-
tution of India provides that eich state shall have a separate High Court.
At the same time article 213 of the constitution provid:s that two or
more states may have a common High Court. Thus Mizoram, Assam,
Manipur. Meghalaya and Tripura have a common High Court. This to-
pic was discussed with Government of India for a long time. We insisted
that this article should not apply to Mizoram and that it should have a
separate High Court ghared by nione. As & result of our persistant re-
quest, a provision that Mizoram state shall have a separate High Court
become incorporated in the Memoranduimm of Settlement.

Regarding the Amendment of the Constitution, it may be ctarified
that a new state cannot be formed without a High Court. Until such
time a separate High Court is set up for Mizorum State, it has to share
the High Court of Assam etc. Some members are not satisfied with the
number of constituencies for Mizotam State. Just becaus¢ we ourselves
suggested the number at 40, it was so made. [f \izoram is divided into
sixty constituencies, some big towns can constitute one constituency. If
so there is the danger of converting the potitical system into a family
system. Under the circumstances we suggested that Mizoram Stite have
40 constituencies instead of 60 which was agreed upon by Government
of India. If that is not your opinion, we have nothing to say.

An issue of natural resources was discussed with the representatives
of Government of Indin for a very lonu time. We strongly demanded
that provisions of articte 371-A of the constitution of India to applica-
ble in respect of Mizoram. But Government of India refused to give in
till the end. The stance of Government of India was that they committed
a serious blunder in giving regources to the power of XNagaland State
and that they did not intend to repeat the same biunder. We also in-
ststed we could not accept a status lower than that of Nagaland. As a
result of the disagresment, the n2gotiation came to an abrupt end. That
wis in December. The Chief Minister and Pu Lalduhawma rushed t~
Dethi and contacted Home Minister immediately. The Home Minister
told them that it was beyond his discretion to make a decision and he
advised them to meet the Prime Minister when approached, the Prim-
Minister frankly told them that h= would not accede to the demand of
MNF delegates. He told them that there were no other points of disags
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reement and that if the MNF delegates agreed to leave this issue, an
agreement could be reached fortwith, and that otherwise peace talk could
not be resumed. That was the reason why the subject of resources was
left out. On further scrutiny of the status of Nagaland, it was found
that exploration of mineral resources was very very slow and the State
Government receives no royalty worth the name till date. Moreover,
consider that being in the same status with all other status would not be
of disadvantage to Mizoram. Moreover, we did not allow this single
point to bring all the negotiations to a complete failure.

There can be different interpretations of the term “‘minority” Usually,
when we talk of minority, Chakma District Council comes to our minds.
The term “‘minority” is clearly indicated in the constitution of India. We
cannot insist upon deletion of this term from the coastitution and there-
after sign an accord. We are not in a position to reject any of the pro-
visions of the constitution of India. Chakma District Council to foreign
immigrants. We also demanded deletion of “Chakmas™ from the Sixth
Schedule to the constitution of India.

Government of Irdia agreed that if the constitution was amended as
a result of negotiation, it would tantamount to an acceptances of defeat
on the part of Government. Therefore, they bluntly refused to get the
Sixth Schedule amended. Whatever the definition of the term ‘minority’
may be, in Mizoram, it is the duty and responsibility of Mizos, the ma-
jority community to preserve and protect the interests and rights of the
minority which is native of Mizoram whichever community it may be. I
hope this House also is aware of this. However, this is not to te con-
fused about. It is merely an acceptance of the provisions of the consti-
tution of India for we are bound to accept them. The Mizo Community
is also a minority in India and we have been given special treagment in
various matters. Similarly, minority communities amongst us deserve to
be given special consideration in cvery matter as per provisions of the
constitution of India. But this does not at all include illegal immigrants.

I think it is the best think not to talk much about the boundaries
of Mizoram. We need have a positive approach to this subject. An ag-
reement could not be made without demarcating boundaries. We know
that the boundaries as specified in the Memorandum cannot be accepta-
ble, but we did not allow the subject to make the negotiation a failure.
Acceptance of the boundaries does not tantamount to a surrender or
acceptance of defeat and we therefore considered that restoration of nor-
malcy in Mizoram at the carliest possible was the best thing. Thank You.
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PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr. Speaker Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Mi-

nister said that Article 213 of the Consti-
tution of India provided that two or more states could have a common
High Court. That is not correct. Article 213 is regarding the powers of
Governor to promulgate ordinances. Unless he withdraws and make
correction our records will be incorrect.

PU LALDENGA : Pu Speaker, when I spoke of the number of arti-
CHIEF MINISTER cles, I said I was not sure. However, I withdraw
it and the correct one may be recorded.

BRIG. T. SAILO : Mr. Dy. Speaker, can you give me a chance to dis-
: cuss the speech of the Chief Minister ?

What we wanted most is restoration of peace in Mizoram. We
must, therefore, gladly welcome anything which is agreed upon by both
sides of the negotiating parties for that purpose. The subject of setting
up of a separate High Court has also been clarified. When this subject
hampered the progress of negotiation, we met the Prime Minister at
Guwahati during the conference of North Fastern Congress (I) Chief
Ministers, 1 also apprised and asked the Chief Ministers who attended
it to pass a rcsolution for setting up a separate Hight Court so that the
Prime Minister could be hard pressumed. The resolution was thus passed
since each of the states desired to have separate Hight Courts. After
that the Prime Minister announced that each U.T. and state in N.E. area
could have separate High Courts if they like, during a conference of
Chief Justices and Law Ministers. I, with Pu C,L. Ruala attended the
meeting and approached Chief Justice & Law Minister who told us that
a separate High Court could be set up anytime but first of all there

should be a building for the court. This matter has to be pursued by
the new Government.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister has adequately clarified about ownership
and transfer of land and its resources. We were very sad to know that
negotiation was at the verge of disagreement on this point. On the
night of 23rd December, we approached the Home Minister as many as
three times with a request to accede to the demands of MNF gelegates
on this particular point. The Home Minister frankly told us that they
committed a big blunder in respect of Nagaland on this issue and that
they were pondering, cver the subject how to repeal that. We were told
that no such blunder would be committed anymore. When he clarified
everything, we were quite convinced. In Assam also, the State Govern-
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ment does not monopolised the oil produced in the state, the royalty is
under the direct control of central Government. After repeited fequest
from the state Government the royalty was recently raised.

If an I[ndependence is attained tomorrow, | shall gladly accept it too.
That is my strace in connection with the special provision for Mizoram.
Whenever I was asked newsn en about my idea about specia' provision, [
answered that since | was not a party to the negotiation. I was not m a
positicn to say anything I also to'd them that if and when | am asked
by either of the parties I would give my opinion.

Many ot the points raised by members were alrcady clarified by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister who puirticirated in the negotiation from the be-
ginning o the signing of an accurd. [If there can be many questions.

Regaraing expression of thanks we never expect anyone to express
thanks about any achievement we made. But wretched are those who
have no consciznce to be happy over any achicvements advantageous for
all of us. However, all mcmbers expressed their  gratefulness taday over
the signing of Memorandum of Settlement and 1 am very happy to note
it.

All of us ate happy that a Memorandum af Settlenent has been
-igned which will open a door for restoration of normalcy and lasting
peace in Mizoram. And we must convey our thanks to anyone, any po-
litical parties or creanisations who played important roles for the conclu-
sion of peace talk. Regarding the number of constituencies, we were of
the obinion that 3¢ would ke quite enough considertag the nwnber of
electoraies cach constituency would consist. As already stated by the
Hown'ble Chief Minister, if an area comprised in a constituency is too
small the political system can go familywise thercby resulting in instabibi-
ty in Goveinment. Morcover, money power will be able to play a crucial
role in clection, If things go like this, rolitics can be ren.iered abcolute-
ly mearingless. However. since we are not a party to the mnegotiation,
we did not say anything about that.

PU K. SANGCHHUM : Now the time is very limited yet each Sperker
VY. SPEAKER has been allotted 15 miautes rime. The Chief

Minister has been allatted a bit loager time
sinces it was his maiden speecch. Now, let the CLP leader, Dy. Chief
Minister P Lal Thanhawla wind up the discussion. After that the reso-
tution wili Le put to the vote of the House.
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PU LAL TIHANHAWLA . Thaok you, Mr. Speaker Sir, First of ail. 1
Y, CHIEF MINISTER would like to make one clarification. How’

ble member Mr. K. Biakchungnunga accused
me of saying something about the creation of Greater Mizorain and spe-
cial status for Mizoram. I think he got a wrong information. To the
best of my knowledge, all politicai parties included in the subject of
Greater Mizoram as part of their constitutions. As an individual and as
a paty this is party. When asked by newspaper reporters my anwer has
been that every Mizo craves for unification of Mizos in various parts of
the country and that how to achieve that goal is a difficult mauter. More-
over, reunffication of the entire Mizo people semains in our beart whicth
is our birth right. Personmally I desire that these good could bhe
achieved. Politically it s our disire to apmex ovr territory upto
Akyab so that we can bave an important outlet to the gea. Semetime
I want to abolish family planning scheme in Mizoram because we faced
many problems because of our small population. | think all Mizos have
one voice in the achievement of Greater wiizoram.

Kegarding special provision for Mizotam, I would like to make
known to all people that a special status up to sovercigoity is oar che-
rished dream evenm titl today. Bot T have no strength and courage enovgh
to fight for the sovereignity and I gladly welcome any arrangeaient made
within the framework of I[ndian Constitution I accepted District Coun:il,
U.T. and State.

Of Yate | realised that Nagaland faced many problem: in exploring
natural resources because of the state’s monopoly over it. Till today. the
yesources has not been properly explored. We also made a reguest to
MNF delegates not be too persistent on their demand in coanection with
this particolar point in order to Save the negotiation from breaking down.
We met the Pime Minister too two or three times a2 day whoirankly
told us that the demand of MNF on this issue was neither porfitable for
Mizoram ncn acceptable to the nation. Finally, the MNF delegates could
agree uponr the idea of Central Government and as a resolt Memoran.
dum has been signed.

The Hon’ble member of Ngopa Constituency said that accommoda-
tior of Pu Laldenga and s colleagues in the Congress Ministry was not
a thing to be boast of. This is true we are not at all proud of ¢his ar-
rangement in th Ministry. But we are thankful to God for enabling us
to keep our gromise as a result of which an agreement was reached be-
tween the MNF and Government of India. The P.C. Ministry also made
the same commitment bot no congenial atmosphere prevaried at that time
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for consumption and conclusion of peace tulk. During the two years
Congress tegime, God tas restored peace for all Mizos in Mizoram and
we are very happy for this.

There are many allegations and counter allegations among various
political partics about the demarcation of boundaries. If we are really
interested 1o reorganisation of boundaries, a committee can be formed
under the auspives of Goverament. A long time back, a boundary com-
mittee was formed under the Chairmanship of Pu Ck. Chhunga with
Rev. Zairema and Mi. Poonte as members. The findings of the Com-
mittee and its recommendations were submitted to Government and the
matter was pursued with Government of India, when the peace talk dis-
cussed the issue of beundaries, we furnished all important documents to
the N'NF delegates to authenticate their demands. But as we listened,
there was a limit beyond which Governmeot of India cou.d not bz pres-
surised in order to save peace talk from total raflure. in this connection
I would like 1o say that after the last time a dispute broke between Mi-
zoram and Assam regarding boundaiies, the matter was taken up on
D.C. level and Aizawl D.C. and Karimean] D.C. made an agrecment that
no more violent disputcs b2 made in the border. After that no such dis-
pute seems to happen til datz, 1f there is any such incident the matter
may be brought to the notice ol Government and Government will take
action immediately,

I am one of those who know that the terms of agreement are not to
the entire expectation and satisfaction of the MNF delegates. When there
was a problem in connection with Mizo customary !'aws and practices,
we met the Prime Minister two or three times on 25th June. There are
many important things which are not included in the Memocrandum of
Settlement. But the MNF delegates were not in a position to fight for
inclusion of these since it would greatly delay conclusion of peace talk.
The peopie of Mizoram could no longer afford to suffer under the dark-
ness of insurgency. Therefore, the first important thing was to make an
agreement. After making an agreement, we can fight for what are essen-
tial for the uplift of Mizo Society.

Today, a peaceful atmosphere has been restored. Obviously during
the period of insurgency, even an MLA was uander the Control of rifle-
men. Mizos, who used to be brave and ferocioustribe no longer dared
do anything against security forces. In order to retain our dignity, the
ligst important thing is restoration of peace in Mirzoram, Toeday Mizo-
ram is spoonfed by Central Government. The sooner we leave this stage
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of spoonfeeding by Central Government and attain self sufficiency, the
more dignified a Mizc Community would become we must create an at-
mosphere in which all Mizos can join hands to work together for the
uplift of the whole community. There must obtain a peaceful atmosphere
in which rpeople from all walks of life can follow their own professions
with more enthusiasm and in peace. This Government has veted to po-
wer for a five years term, but the Miuistcy opted to step down if it is
required for restoration of peace in Mizoram, True to their commitment,
some of our Ministers stepped down in favour of the M NF leader and
bis colleagues to be inducted in the Ministry. We thanked God for ena-
bling vs to stand firmly to our commitment.

Dissatisfactions expressed by some members over the provisions of
Mcmorandum of Set'lement are, I am sure, not an atlack on the MNF
but they were expressed out of a desire for more, a desire for better. In
the course of proceeding towards this goal, vaiious politica! partics may
differ, but in any matter of the direct concern of the Mizo Community
as a whole, I hope we can have one voice. The happiness expressed by
each member today i; genuine, and no one pietends.

The MNF President and Chief Minister Pu Laldenga also admitted
that this Memorandum has cerrain shortcomings, But if we are to make
an agreement after all these shortcomings are amended, it would take
time and Mizoram mav be plunged into a deeper sea of trouble we also
fully agree to this contention.

To conclude, 1 would like to ask this House to pass my resolution
that ““This Assembly warmly welcomes the signing of Memorandum of
Settlement between Government of India and the Presideni, MNF and
thereby ushering in an era of peace in Mizoram” Thank you.

PU K. SANGCHHUMA : The resolution moved by Pu Lal Thanhawla

DY. SPEAKER Dy. Chief Minister has bein discussed for
nearly five hours. Now we shall put the
resolution to the vote of the House. The resolution is - “This Assembly

warmly welcomes the signing of Memorandum of Settlement between
Government of India and the President, MNF and thereby ushering in
a new cra of peace in Mizoram”. Those who agree to pass may say
“agree’” , Is there anyone against it. Okay, the resolution was unanimo-
usly adopted.
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I would like to add a few words. The signing of Memorandum of
Scttlement has been the cherished dream of the people for a long time
and today it has bzen realiszd. We are all very happy today. I hope this
Settlenient serves as an impottant step towards the development of Mi-
zoram so that Mijzoram state can emerge from the bottom rung of the
ladder of devolopaient to the top. [ would also like to appeal to all the
people to have peace in minds. Okay, the meeting is adjourned till 10:30
tomorrow morning.

Meeting adjourned
at 4:55 P.M.

L.C. THANGA
Secretary.





